
Thanks to Our Generous Supporters
DIAMOND $10,000+

PLATINUM $5,000+

GOLD $3,500

Accenture
Barnes & Thornburg LLP

The Boat House at Confluence Park
Bricker & Eckler
Columbia Gas

Corna Kokosing 

Encova 
Fifth Third Bank

National Church Residences
Ohio Capital Corporation for Housing

Starry
Thomas J. Moyer Legacy Committee

SILVER $2,000

Carlile Patchen & Murphy
Crane Group 

City of Hilliard
Grange Insurance 

Help Wizards 
MORPC 

ms consultants 
Regionomics 

Shumaker, Loop and Kendrick
State Auto Insurance Company 

Ulmer & Berne LLP 
WCMH NBC4

BRONZE $1,000

Advanced Drainage Systems
AECOM

Aloft Columbus University 
District

American Dairy Association 
Mideast 

Andelyn Bioscience
Armatus Bio

Association of Independent 
Colleges and Universities of 

Ohio 
Barbara K. Fergus 

BioOhio
CareSource

Central Ohio Community 
Improvement Corp.

CivicPoint
Columbus Chamber 

Columbus Downtown 
Development Corporation

Columbus Metropolitan Housing 
Authority 

Columbus Regional Airport 
Authority 

Communities in Schools of Ohio
Community Shelter Board 

Crabbe Brown & James 
Deloitte 

DesignGroup 
Easton 

Ecohouse Solar
EDGE

The Edwards Companies 
Event Marketing Strategies 

Fahlgren Mortine 
GBQ Partners 

HNTB 
Home Care Assistance 

Homeport 
Hospice of Central Ohio 

Huckleberry House 
I Know I Can 

Improving 
Installed Building Products 

The Jeffrey Company 
JobsOhio

Marker, Inc. 
Massucci Law Group 

MKSK 
Moody Nolan 

Overmyer Hall Associates 
Phoenix Consulting Company, 

LLC
REALM Collaborative

Smith & Hale 
The Smoot Corporation

Spectrum 
Star House 

Steptoe & Johnson
Tom E. Dailey Foundation

Interested in sponsorship? Call 614-203-0237 or email 
Lanie Cuthbert at lanie@columbusmetroclub.org
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Thank you to our Table Hosts
The Columbus Dispatch

Columbus Downtown Development Corporation
Installed Building Products

Marker, Inc.
The Robert Weiler Company

Smoot Construction
Special Improvements District
United Way of Central Ohio

State of Downtown:
Has Downtown’s Trajectory Changed?

February 23, 2022

Michael Coleman
Partner and Director of Business and 
Government Strategies, Ice Miller LLP
 MICHAELBCOLEMAN   ICEMILLERLLP

Michael B. Coleman is a partner in Ice Miller’s Public 
Affairs and Government Law Group and he also 

participates in the Internet of Things and Real Estate Development 
Groups. Coleman is the Firm’s Director of Business and Government 
Strategies.

Coleman served as Mayor of Columbus from 2000 to 2015. As Mayor, 
Coleman led a city of 825,000 residents and 9,000 employees and was 
responsible for managing all financial, budgetary and economic devel-
opment matters and sourcing of private investments in support of urban 
development initiatives.

Prior to his term as Mayor, he was a partner with the law firm of Schot-
tenstein Zox & Dunn LLP and also an Assistant Attorney General for the 
State of Ohio. He also served on Columbus City Council from 1992 to 
1999 and was its president from 1997 to 1999.

He received his Bachelor’s Degree in Political Science from the Univer-
sity of Cincinnati and his Juris Doctor from the University of Dayton Law 
School.

Jeff Edwards
President and CEO Edwards Companies
Jeffrey Edwards serves as President of Edwards 
Companies.

Edwards Companies is a privately held conglomerate 
operating primarily in the real estate development 

and construction related fields in many parts of  the United States.

Edwards is a graduate of Miami University of Ohio with a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Marketing.

Mark Ferenchik
Columbus Neighborhoods/Urban Issues 
Reporter, The Columbus Dispatch
 MARKFERENCHIK   DISPATCHALERTS

Mark Ferenchik is a Columbus neighborhoods/urban 
issues reporter for The Columbus Dispatch.

He’s worked for The Dispatch for 22 years, covering Columbus City Hall 
and numerous issues in the city and central Ohio, including income 
inequality, the immigrant community, development and other issues 
facing Columbus neighborhoods, and poverty.

Marc Conte
Executive Director, Capital Crossroads and 
Discovery Special Improvement Districts
 DTCOLUMBUS

Marc Conte, who has been with the SIDs since 2008, 
was named Executive Director on November 1, 2021. 

He oversees a combined budget of $3 million and manages a staff of 
five as well as the ambassador and outreach operations that include 
another 26 positions.

Prior to his role as Executive Director, he served as the Deputy Director 
of  Research, Planning, and Facilities. He tracked and analyzed Down-
town development and the impact of revitalization projects. His 
research is featured in the SID’s State of Downtown report. He also 
managed capital improvement projects in the Downtown right-of-way 
and oversees IT and Human Resources.

Conte earned a master’s degree in public administration and a bache-
lor’s in critical cultural studies from The Ohio State University.



WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2,  2022

Questions for Ohio’s Next 
Governor

Political Series

Featuring William Shkurti, Vice President 
for Business and Finance, Emeritus, The Ohio State University, 
and Fran Stewart, Ph.D., Researcher and Writer, The Ohio 
Manufacturing Institute, College of Engineering, The Ohio 
State University, with host Thomas Suddes, Assistant Profes-
sor of Instruction, E.W. Scripps School of Journalism, Ohio 
University, and Member, Editorial Board, The Plain Dealer and 
Cleveland.com.

Series sponsored by: Hannah News Service and Ohio Farm Bureau Federation

In partnership with: League of Women Voters of Metropolitan Columbus

Livestream sponsored by: The Emergency Response Fund of The Columbus 
Foundation

Livestream in partnership with: The Columbus Dispatch

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9, 2022

Organizational Leaders in 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion

Featuring Anthony Wilson, Ph.D., Chief 
Diversity Officer, Columbus Metropolitan 
Library, Jona Hilario, Ph.D., Statewide 
Co-Director, OPAWL – Building AAPI 
Feminist Leadership, and Angela Bretz, 
Senior Vice President and Chief Diversity 
Equity and Inclusion Officer, Nationwide, 
with host Ralph Smithers, Jr., AVP, 
Diversity Equity, Inclusion and Community 
Relations, Encova Insurance.

Sponsored by: CoverMyMeds, Barnes & Thornburg, and Encova  

Livestream sponsored by: The Emergency Response Fund of The Columbus 
Foundation

Livestream in partnership with: The Columbus Dispatch

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16, 2022

Central Ohio’s Role in Cell and 
Gene Therapy

Optimal Health Series

Featuring Eli Phillips Jr., PharmD, Vice 
President for Specialty Solutions, Cardinal Health, and 
Samantha M. Jaglowski, M.D., Associate Professor of Hema-
tology, Medical Director of the Blood and Marrow Transplant 
Program, and member of the Leukemia Research Program, 
The James Comprehensive Cancer Center at The Ohio State 
University, with host Eddie Pauline, President and CEO, 
BioOhio.

Series presented by: OSU Wexner Medical Center and Nationwide Children’s 
Hospital

Sponsored by: Cardinal Health, BioOhio, Armatus Bio, Andelyn Biosciences, and 
JobsOhio

Livestream sponsored by: The Emergency Response Fund of The Columbus 
Foundation

Livestream in partnership with: The Columbus Dispatch

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23, 2022

Nonprofit Accountability

Featuring Michelle Heritage, Executive 
Director, Community Shelter Board, and 
Tom Schmid, President and CEO, Colum-
bus Zoo and Aquarium, with host Kerri 
Mollard, Founder, CEO and Principal Consultant, Mollard 
Consulting.

Sponsored by: Columbia Gas, Crane Group, and Community 
Shelter Board

Livestream sponsored by: The Emergency Response Fund of 
The Columbus Foundation

Livestream in partnership with: The Columbus Dispatch

The Mission of the Columbus Metropolitan Club is to connect people and 
ideas through community conversation.
1041 Dublin Road, Suite 103
Columbus, Ohio 43215
614.464.3220

@cbusmetroclub
/company/cbusmetroclub
columbusmetroclub.org

@cbusmetroclub
@cbusmetroclub
cmcforum 📷

Today’s Attendees B CMC Board Member  LM Lifetime Member  
NM New Member  LS Livestream Supporter

MEMBERS
Jane Grote Abell 
Carol Anderson 
Robert Anderson 
Andrea 
Applegate 
George Arnold LM 
Herb Asher 
Kelly Atkinson B 
Scott Barbour
Toni Bell B 
Barbara Benham 
Roger Blackwell 
Judy Box 
Kacey Brankamp 
Opal Brant 
Shirley 
Brooks-Jones 
Don Brown 
Greg Brown 
Wilson 
Browning LS

Doug Buchanan B 
Rick Buchanan 
Wendy Byrne 
Andrew 
Campbell 
Travis Casper 
Zachary Collins 
Pamela Conrad 
Marc Conte 
Mary Jo Conte LS

Ann Converse 
Shelly 
Lisa Courtice 
Ian Crumpler 
Greg Davies 
Alison Dillion 

Gregg Dodd 
Amanda Dunfield 
Carrie Dupler 
Jeffrey 
Edwards LM 

Suzie Edwards 
Leah Evans 
Bob Fenner NM

Steve Fireman 
William Forbes 
Anthony 
Forte NM

Matthew 
Freedman 
Tim Fuller 
Erika Gable 
Bruce Garfield 
Ted Geer 
Dave Ghose 
Jacob Gibson 
William Habig 
Cheryl Hacker 
Liam Heard 
Maude Hill 
Paul Hoy 
Janet Jackson LM 
Dan Jensen 
Niel Jurist B
Mindy Justis 
Thomas Kahler 
Andy Keeler 
Nala Key 
Joelle Khouzam B 
Chris King 
Darla King 
Brian Kinzelman 
Brent Kirkpatrick 

Todd Kleismit 
Tom Krouse 
Len Kummerer 
Bill LaFayette 
William Lane 
Adam Lanter 
Kelly Lecker 
Linda Logan
Patrick 
Losinski LS

Bruce Luecke 
Carol Luper 
Lark Mallory 
Alison Marker 
Deborah Norris 
Matthews 
Elijah 
McCutcheon 
Carol McGuire LM 

Patrick McLean 
Alan Miller 
Gene Monteith 
Montra Moody 
Doris Calloway 
Moore 
Joan Marie Moore 
Stephen Myers B 
Nathan Neal 
Kerri Nicholson 
Michael 
O'Callaghan 
George O'Donnel 
Ray Paprocki 
Aaron Pitcock 
Austin Poe 
Jeff Pongonis 
Blake Rafeld LM 

Shyam 

Rajadhyaksha 
Cleve Ricksecker 
Kelly Riehl 
Amelia Robinson 
Brian Ross 
Rachel Rumple - 
Comerford 
James Schimmer 
Tom Schmid NM

Jane Scott 
Barb Seckler 
Kevin Seymour 
Dan Sharpe 
Robert Shelly 
Bruce Smith LM 

Lewis R Smoot Jr. 
Michelle Snook 
Jayme Staley LM 
Emily Steinberg 
Rick Studer 
Amy Taylor 
Joey Thomas 
Shiloh Todorov 
Thea Walsh 
Ewing 
William (Bruce) 
Warner 
Alan Weiler 
Jim Weiler LM 
Robert Weiler LM 
Skip Weiler 
Steve Weiler LM 
Joey Wengerd 
Lori Wengerd 
Becky West 
Scott Whitlock 
Beth Whitted 

Michael Wilkos 
Dan Williamson 
Jon Wills 
Mindy Wright LM 

Eric Wygle 
Howard 
Zimmer LS

Judith Zimomra 

GUESTS
Bill Bachelor
Lisa Barton
Jeffrey Beam
Brandon Bishop
Chandler Boese
Carlie Boos
Carl Brown
Charisse Burgess
Aaron Call
Michelle Chippas
Michael Coleman
Darci Congrove
Conor Dempsey
Megan Dempsey
Don Devere
Grant Dolven
Mike Doss
Alejandro Duque
Nick Evans
Walker Evans
Mark Ferenchik
Jeff Ferriell
Margaret Finley
Cassandra 
Freeland
Ryan Freet
Jordan Fromm
Mike Fuller

Mike Girouard
Jami Goldstein
Chris Gump
Stephanie Hanna 
Granger
Juliana Hardymon
Jeff Hire
Richard Holz
Connor Howard
Zaida Jenkins
John Jones Jr
Charlotte Joseph
Patrick 
Katzenmeyer
Michael Kelley
Candace Klepacz
Mark Klinger
Shaina Kovacic
Jordan Krumm
Spencer Kuhlman
Laura Lombardo
Matt Lutz
Scott Lyons
Kirk Marker
Ty Marsh
Tyrone Martin
Colin McBride
Matt McGrath
Bonnie Meibers
Matt Miller
Gina Molinari
Miranda Morgan
Chris Mundell
Windy Murphy
Anne Nelson
Julie Nidiffer
Jeff Nygren

Greg Palmer
Tatiana 
Parfenova
Marcus Phelps
Mutaz Ramadan
Tony Roell
Dave Rogers
Kevin Rollins
Marsha Ruddle
Jim Ruffing
Catherine Runyan
Mike Sanford
Mike Schiff
Joe Schueler
Ryan Schultz
Nirmal Simha
Nick Sinclair
Tom Sisterhen
Larry Sith
Tony Slanec
Kelli Sproles
Jonathan Staker
Tyler Steele
Diana Turoff
Peggy Volpe
Sally Volpe
Julie Ward
Evan Weese
Sam Wengerd
Allison Westrick
Paul Westrick
David 
Whitaker LS

Anthony Wilson
Tom Worley
James Zulauf

Audio assist headphones are available the
AV table at the side of the room.

Catch the Forum After the Forum Board of Trustees
WOSU Public Media, CMC’s broadcast partner, televises CMC Forums on the WOSU Ohio digital 
channel and over-the-air on channel 34.2. The most recent Forums air on Mondays at 9:00 PM, 
Tuesdays at 5:00 AM, and Thursdays at noon.

CTV, Columbus Television, airs CMC Forums on Spectrum Channel 1024, WOW Channel 3, and 
AT&T Channel 99. You can also watch CTV over the air on WCIZ Channel 22.4.  

WCBE 90.5 Radio airs CMC Forums on Saturdays at 10:00 AM. CMC Forums are available on the 
WCBE Podcast Experience website at wcbe.org/programs/columbus-metropolitan-club.

Forums can also be seen on the CMC website at columbusmetroclub.org/archive and on CMC’s 
YouTube channel. 

Matt Barnes
Toni Bell
Doug Buchanan
Kristen Easterday
Tommy Harman

Josh Harrison
Niel Jurist
Marie-Joëlle Khouzam
Anthony McIntosh
Liz Mote

Stephen Myers
Edward Pauline
Deborah Pryce
Carey Schmitt
Stephen White

Kelly Atkinson Chair

Deb Hackathorn Vice Chair

Ellen Bloch Treasurer

Tom Dailey Secretary

Steven Marks Immediate Past Chair
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