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Cheryl Ward
Vice President, Success by Third Grade, 
United Way of Central Ohio
 UWCO

As Vice President of Success by Third Grade, Cheryl 
Ward leads a collective impact approach to ensure all 
third grade students are on a path to success by 2035. 

She has dedicated her career in service and support to advancing the social, 
emotional, and mental health of our community’s students and families.

Prior to joining United Way, she served as Executive Director of Whole Child 
Supports with Columbus City Schools. She also served in supervisory roles 
with Nationwide Children’s Hospital Behavioral Health, Department of 
Youth Service, and Rosemont Center.

Ward is a product of Columbus City Schools. She earned her Bachelor’s 
Degree in psychology from Spelman College and a Master’s Degree in 
Clinical Counseling from The Ohio State University. She is a licensed profes-
sional clinical counselor with supervisory endorsement in the state of Ohio 
and holds an ODE administrator license.

Amy Gordon
Executive Director and CEO, Communities In 
Schools of Ohio
 CISOFOHIO

Amy Gordon is the Executive Director for Communi-
ties In Schools. Having previously worked as the 

Afterschool Program Director at CIS, Gordon returned to the organiza-
tion in 2012, eventually becoming the Associate Director in 2014. 

Gordon has worked to champion the needs of young people and strug-
gling families for over twenty years. She was an Area Director with a 
faith-based non-profit afterschool program, as well as a Family Special-
ist/Supervisor of a home-based program with Crittenton Family 
Services working with juvenile felony offenders and their families. She 
also served as a consultant with the Ohio Department of Education.

Gordon has also served three terms as an Afterschool Alliance Ambas-
sador to promote the expansion of afterschool programs at the local, 
state and national level.

A graduate of Columbus City Schools, Gordon has a Bachelor's Degree 
in Psychology from The Ohio State University and is a licensed social 
worker in the state of Ohio.

Stéphane Lavertu, Ph.D.
Professor, Director of Doctoral Studies, John 
Glenn College of Public Affairs, The Ohio State 
University
 GLENN_COLLEGE

Stéphane Lavertu’s teaching and research focus on 
public administration, political economy, public policy analysis and 
evaluation, and education policy and governance.

His interdisciplinary research examines the politics of public administra-
tion and the performance of public organizations, particularly in the 
context of K-12 education. He is passionate about conducting 
policy-relevant research, particularly to help improve public education 
here in Ohio. He regularly conducts such research in collaboration with 
state and local government agencies, as well as nonprofit think tanks 
such as the Thomas B. Fordham Institute.

Lavertu has a Bachelor's Degree in Political Science from The Ohio 
State University, a Master's Degree in Education from Stanford Univer-
sity, and a Ph.D. in Political Science from the University of Wisconsin.

Eric Karolak, Ph.D.
CEO, Action for Children
 EKAROLAK   ACT4KIDZ

Eric Karolak. Ph.D., is CEO of Action for Children, the 
source for child care and early learning services in 

central Ohio. Previously, he directed the efforts of the Early Care and 
Education Consortium, an alliance of more than 8,000 early learning 
programs providing care and education for nearly 1 million children 
across the U.S.

From 2001 to 2006, Karolak led the National Child Care Information 
Center, the largest federal clearinghouse and technical assistance 
center focused on child care and early education for low income 
families. He has worked closely with states developing the technical 
aspects of child care assistance programs, quality rating systems, and 
partnerships across early childhood programs. He has conducted policy 
research and fiscal analysis in the areas of child welfare, child care, 
women’s labor force participation, and public housing, and has testified 
before committees of several state legislatures and Congress.

He received his Bachelor's Degree from the University of Toledo and his 
Ph.D. from The Ohio State University.
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2023

Starlab Is A Cosmic Win for 
Ohio

Featuring John M. Horack, Ph.D., Neil 
Armstrong Chair in Aerospace Policy, 
Department of Mechanical and Aerospace 
Engineering, The Ohio State University, 
Jeffrey Manber, Director and Co-Founder, 
Nanoracks, and Scott Shearer, Ph.D., 
Professor and Chair, Department of Food, 
Agricultural and Biological Engineering, 
College of Food, Agricultural and Environ-
mental Sciences, The Ohio State University, with host Frederic Bertley, Ph.D., 
President & CEO, COSI.

With support from: Grange Insurance Audubon Center 

Livestream sponsored by: The Center for HumanKindness at The Columbus 
Foundation

Livestream in partnership with: The Columbus Dispatch

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2023

Licking County Plans Its Ideal 
Intel Future

Featuring Jennifer Roberts, Executive 
Director, The Thomas J. Evans Foundation 
and Neutral Convener for FRAMEWORK, 
Jamie Greene, Principal, planning NEXT, 
and Rick Platt, President & CEO, 
Heath-Newark-Licking County Port 
Authority, with host Benjamin Lanka, 
Business Editor, The Columbus Dispatch.

With support from: Grange Insurance Audubon Center 

Livestream sponsored by: The Center for HumanKindness at The Columbus 
Foundation

Livestream in partnership with: The Columbus Dispatch

SAVE THE DATE: WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1, 2023

Corner Office to Condos: Rethinking Columbus Skyscrapers

SAVE THE DATE: WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2023

Laying Track for Amtrak's Expansion

SAVE THE DATE: WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29, 2023

Latino Leaders on Ohio's Future

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2023

Keeping the Faith: Columbus 
Religious Leaders Address 

Community Issues

Featuring Hillel Skolnik, Senior Rabbi, 
Tifereth Israel, Earl Fernandes, Bishop, 
Catholic Diocese of Columbus, Abdurrah-
man Justin Wood, Youth Director, Noor 
Islamic Cultural Center, and Victor M. 
Davis, DMin, Pastor, Trinity Baptist 
Church, with host Jerry Revish, Retired 
Co-Anchor, WBNS 10TV, and Senior 
Pastor, Unity Temple Church of God in Christ.

With support from: Grange Insurance Audubon Center 

Livestream sponsored by: The Center for HumanKindness at 
The Columbus Foundation

Livestream in partnership with: The Columbus Dispatch

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2023

Chief Justice Maureen O'Connor

Chief Justice Maureen O’Connor completed her term on 
Ohio’s Supreme Court on December 31 and stepped down as 
Ohio’s longest-serving statewide elected woman. Join CMC 
and host Yvette McGee Brown, Partner, Jones Day, and 
Former Justice, The Supreme Court of Ohio, for a conversation 
with O’Connor, reflecting on her long service to Ohio and what 
the future might hold for voters, the state’s Constitution, and 
Ohio’s highest court.

With support from: Grange Insurance Audubon Center 

Livestream sponsored by: The Center for HumanKindness at The Columbus 
Foundation

Livestream in partnership with: The Columbus Dispatch
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More Ways to Catch CMC Forums Board of Trustees
WCBE 90.5 Radio airs CMC Forums on Saturdays at 7:00 AM. CMC 
Forums are available on the WCBE Podcast Experience website.

Forum podcasts can also be heard on the CMC website or via your 
favorite podcast app.

WOSU Public Media, CMC’s broadcast partner, televises CMC Forums 
on the WOSU Ohio digital channel and over-the-air on channel 34.2. 
The most recent Forums air on Mondays at 9:00 PM, Tuesdays at 5:00 
AM, and Thursdays at noon.

CTV, Columbus Television, airs CMC Forums on Spectrum Channel 
1024, WOW Channel 3, and AT&T Channel 99. You can also watch 
CTV over the air on WCIZ Channel 22.4.  

Forums can also be seen on the CMC website at 
columbusmetroclub.org/archive/ and on CMC’s YouTube channel. 
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The Mission of the Columbus Metropolitan Club is to connect 
people and ideas through community conversation.
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AV table at the side of the room.
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