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Interested in sponsorship? Call 614-203-0237 or email 
Lanie Cuthbert at lanie@columbusmetroclub.org

FORUM FLYER
SPONSORED BY

More Wetlands, Less Runoff, and 
Clean Water for All

August 9, 2023

Natalie Fahmy
Ohio Statehouse Reporter, WCMH NBC4
Natalie Fahmy joined the NBC4 team in July 2022 as 
the Ohio Statehouse Reporter. She previously report-
ed for WKBW-TV in Buffalo, New York. There, she 
covered stories ranging from the Buffalo mass shoot-

ing to how snow impacts residents.

Fahmy graduated from the S.I. Newhouse School of Public Communica-
tions at Syracuse University.

Mary Mertz
Director, Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources
Mary Mertz serves as Director of the Ohio Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, having been appointed by 
Governor Mike DeWine in January of 2019. Mertz 

leads and oversees 11 divisions that manage Ohio’s state parks, 
preserves, and forests, analyze and report on geologic and water 
resources, protect and improve the Lake Erie coastline, conserve and 
manage Ohio’s fish and wildlife, and regulate oil, gas, and mining indus-
tries.

Mertz has been instrumental in advancing Governor DeWine’s 
initiatives in the H2Ohio water quality program by launching an ambi-
tious effort to restore and create wetlands in key locations across Ohio, 
focusing on the Lake Erie watershed.

Previously, Mertz served as First Assistant Attorney General during 
DeWine’s tenure as Ohio Attorney General. She has also served in 
many other government posts as well, including roles with Governor 
George Voinovich, Congressman Bob McEwen, and in the Office of 
Legislative Affairs at the White House.

Mertz earned her Bachelor's Degree at American University, a Master’s 
Degree at George Washington University, and her Juris Doctor from the 
Ohio State Moritz College of Law.

Anne Vogel
Director, Ohio Environmental Protection Agency
Governor Mike DeWine appointed Anne M. Vogel as the 
director of the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency in 
December 2022. She most recently served as Policy 
Director for Governor DeWine during his first term, 

driving implementation of the DeWine/Husted agenda for Ohio. Chief 
among them is the creation and launch of H2Ohio, the Governor’s water 
quality initiative that brings together the Ohio EPA, Ohio Department of 
Agriculture and Ohio Department of Natural Resources to improve Ohio’s 
water quality through the creation of wetlands, the reduction in phosphorus 
runoff, and access to clean drinking water and quality sewer systems. Vogel 
also served as Infrastructure Coordinator for Governor DeWine, overseeing 
a cross-agency team charged with securing federal grants for infrastructure 
improvements across the state.

Previously, Vogel worked at AEP,as a litigator at Porter Wright, and as a 
clerk for Judge Sargus, U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Ohio.

Vogel holds a Bachelor's Degree from Bob Jones University, an MBA from 
The Ohio State University, and a Juris Doctor from Capital University.

Brian Baldridge
Director, Ohio Department of Agriculture
Brian Baldridge was appointed Director of the Ohio 
Department of Agriculture by Governor Mike DeWine 
in February 2023. In this position, Baldridge provides 
leadership for the agriculture industry and oversees 

numerous regulatory, food safety, and consumer protection programs.

Baldridge served two terms in Ohio House of Representatives, repre-
senting the 90th House District. During his tenure, he served on the 
House Agriculture Committee and advocated for programs supporting 
the agricultural industry.

As a life-long Southern Ohio native, Director Baldridge is no stranger to 
serving the public. He has served as both Adams County Commissioner 
and Wayne Township Trustee, prior to his service at the Ohio State-
house. In 2020, he retired from the Anderson Township Fire Depart-
ment after 25 years of service and is still a volunteer of the Wayne 
Township Fire Department in Adams County.

Baldridge attended Southern State Community College and Shawnee 
State University.



Unless otherwise noted, all forums are 11:30 AM - 1:00 PM.
For Ticket info, visit columbusmetroclub.org or call 614.464.3220

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 23, 2023

Black Mothers Matter:
Combatting the Maternal 

Mortality Epidemic

Optimal Health Series

Featuring Erica Crawley, Franklin County Board of Commis-
sioners, Jatu Boikai, Nurse Manager, Maternity Services, 
Mount Carmel Health System, and Shawnee Benton-Gibson, 
Co-Founder and CEO, Spirit of a Woman Leadership Develop-
ment Institute, and Co-Founder, ARIAH Foundation, with host 
to be announced.

Series sponsored by: OSU Wexner Medical Center and Nationwide Children's 
Hospital

Sponsored by: Cardinal Health and Mount Carmel Health System

Livestream sponsored by: The Center for HumanKindness at The Columbus 
Foundation

Livestream in partnership with: The Columbus Dispatch

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 30, 2023

Affirmative Action At The 
Crossroads

Featuring Ankit Shah, Supervisor, Talent 
Development, Columbus State Communi-
ty College, Cynthia W. Turner. Ph.D., 
Assistant Dean and Chief Diversity 
Officer, Fisher College of Business, The 
Ohio State University, and Margaret 
Finley, Director of DEI and Head of Corpo-
rate Affairs, Advanced Drainage Systems, 
with host Sherrice Sledge-Thomas, Vice 
President of Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Access, Columbus Chamber of 
Commerce.

Sponsored by: Thanks Be To God Foundation

Livestream sponsored by: The Center for HumanKindness at The Columbus 
Foundation

Livestream in partnership with: The Columbus Dispatch

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 16, 2023

Ghost Kitchens, Virtual 
Restaurants, & Delivery Apps: 
How Tech is Disrupting Dining

Featuring John Barker, President & CEO, 
The Ohio Restaurant Association, Bennett 
Goldberg, Partner, Maker Kitchens, Chris 
Baggott, Co-Founder and CEO, 
ClusterTruck, and Lisa A. Gutierrez, 
Founder and CEO, Dos Hermanos Taco 
Truck, Founder and Food-Based Business 
Coach, Food Truck Millionaire, with host 
Susan Post, Editor, The Metropreneur, and Associate Editor, 
Columbus Underground.

Livestream sponsored by: The Center for HumanKindness at 
The Columbus Foundation

Livestream in partnership with: The Columbus Dispatch

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2023

Ohio From the House Speaker's Chair

Steven & Vanessa Marks Legacy in Civic Engagement Fund 
Focusing on Civility in Politics

Featuring Jason Stephens, Speaker, the Ohio House of Repre-
sentatives, and Representative for District 93, with host Karen  
Kasler, Statehouse News Bureau Chief.

Sponsored by: The Center for Community Solutions

Livestream sponsored by: The Center for HumanKindness at 
The Columbus Foundation

Livestream in partnership with: The Columbus Dispatch

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2023

Gravitational Pull: How Creative Culture Makes 
Neighborhoods Great

Developing a Dynamic Downtown Series

Featuring Brett Kaufman, Founder, Kaufman Development, with host Bonnie 
Meibers, Commercial Real Estate Reporter, Columbus Business First.

Series presented by: Columbus Downtown Development Corporation & Capitol 
South

Series sponsored by: Thompson Hine     Sponsored by: REALM Collaborative

Livestream sponsored by: The Center for HumanKindness at The Columbus 
Foundation    Livestream in partnership with: The Columbus Dispatch

Share Your Thoughts!
Scan this QR code to take a 

one-minute survey about your 
CMC experience.

More Ways to Catch CMC Forums Board of Trustees
WCBE 90.5 Radio airs CMC Forums on Saturdays at 7:00 AM. CMC 
Forums are available on the WCBE Podcast Experience website.

Forum podcasts can also be heard on the CMC website or via your 
favorite podcast app.

WOSU Public Media, CMC’s broadcast partner, televises CMC Forums 
on the WOSU Ohio digital channel and over-the-air on channel 34.2. 
The most recent Forums air on Mondays at 9:00 PM, Tuesdays at 5:00 
AM, and Thursdays at noon.

CTV, Columbus Television, airs CMC Forums on Spectrum Channel 
1024, WOW Channel 3, and AT&T Channel 99. You can also watch 
CTV over the air on WCIZ Channel 22.4.  

Forums can also be seen on the CMC website at 
columbusmetroclub.org/archive/ and on CMC’s YouTube channel. 
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The Mission of the Columbus Metropolitan Club is to connect 
people and ideas through community conversation.
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